
60 Years Ago In 

Swimming History  

  

Prepared by the International Swimming Hall of Fame for 

the UANA Congress at the XVI Pan American Games 



Origin  of the First Pan American Games 

 

The 1st Pan American Games were held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 25 February-9 March 1951. 

The Pan American Games' origins were at the Games of the X Olympiad in Los Angeles, United States, 

where officials representing the National Olympic Committees of the Americas discussed the staging of 

an Olympic-style regional athletic competition for the 

athletes of the Americas.  

 At the Pan American Sports Conference held in 

1940, it was decided to hold the 1st Pan American Games in 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1942 and a Pan American 

Sports Committee was formed to govern the Games. Avery 

Brundage, President of the USOC and Vice-President of the 

IOC, was elected as the first President. However, the 

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor brought much of the 

Americas into World War II, thus forcing the cancellation 

of the 1942 games. 

 A second conference was held in 1948 at the 

London Olympic Games. Avery Brundage was re-elected as 

the President of the PASC. It was decided that Buenos Aires 

would still host the 1st Pan American Games, this time in 1951. 

 

 Argentine President Juan Peron and his co-leader, Madam Eva Peron (addressing the Opening 

Ceremonies, above) were the honorary Presidents and were given a special exhibition of synchronized 

swimming, while Mario Negri, FINA Bureau Vice President and UANA President presided over the 

aquatic events, which were held at the Institute of 

Technical Research, Ministry of Public Works.  

 The aquatic events were extremely well 

conducted and greatly enhanced the prestige of 

the Argentine Federation and UANA, leading 

indirectly to the election of Mario Negri (ARG) 

as the first non-European President of FINA at 

the 1952 Helsinki FINA Congress. The success of 

subsequent Games were also a major influence on 

the elections of UANA presidents Max Ritter, 

Javier Ostos Mora, Hal Henning, Robert Helmick 

and Dr. Julio Maglione as FINA presidents.    
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Above left and below: The Swimming program 

Above right: Participation medal featuring the 

faces of Juan and Eva Peron. 


